
Lady Jane Strange [Straunge], v. Kenaston (1508) 
 
To the King our sovereign Lord. Humbly showeth unto your Highness your true and 
faithful subject and widow Jane Stanely, Lady Strange, how that the last day of June last 
past one Humfrey Kenaston of Stokes accompanied with many diverse persons … with 
bows, arrows, swords, [shields] and spears to the number of 44 … at Ellesmere in your 
Marches of Wales, adjoining your county of [Shropshire], forcibly entered the [] 
ground[s] and pasture[s] of your said complainant in Ellesmere aforesaid and there 
wrongfully cut down and carried away certain great oaks to the number of four score and 
above, to the utter destruction of the inheritance of your said complainant, and over that 
the said Humfrey with the said misruled company the same day riotously made assault 
upon the officers and servants of your said complainant and then and there put in great 
fear and jeopardy of their lives, and for so much as your said complainant is inheritor of 
the said lordship of Ellesmere and by reason thereof she is a Lady Marches, after the 
custom of the Marches of Wales, having jurisdiction and power of the courts there, and 
also that the said riot and misbehavior was done within the precincts of the jurisdiction of 
the court of your said complainant, therefore it is not seeming nor convenient that your 
said complainant should use or have any suit against the said Humfrey and the other 
riotous persons within her own court. Therefore it may please your Highness to grant 
your honorable letters of privy seal to be directed to the said Humfrey commanding him 
to the same to appear before your Highness at a certain day and under a certain pain, by 
your grace to be limited to answer to the premises—And your said orator shall daily pray 
to God for the preservation of your most noble grace, long to endure.  
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